ECON224: Empirical Economics
Winter 2017
Assignment 5: how to obtain the data 
Question 1
Go to Odesi through the UofR data library. In Labour and Employment – Canada click on ‘Survey of labour and income dynamics 2011’. Retrieve the following data from the “Survey of Labour and Income Dynamics, 2011 [Canada]: Person File (SLID)”:

· Hourly wage at end of job or end of refyr [in Labour – Job characteristics – Wages and benefits]
· Highest level of education, 1st grouping [in Education – Level of schooling – Attainment]
Download the subset with the above mentioned variables. When you paste the data into Excel you should get 47,705 observations. Select all of the observations and sort them by hourly wage. Delete the missing observations (those with the value of 999.99 for hourly wage). That will leave you with 27,812 observations. Now sort the observations by level of education and create 2 groups of observations: one group will be individuals with high school only (category 5 in the highest level of education) and the 2nd group will be individuals with bachelor’s degrees (category 11). Leave the observations for only these two categories (groups) and delete the rest of the observations.  
Save these data for the next assignment!!!

Question 2
Go to Odesi through the UofR data library. In Consumer surveys, click on Survey of Household Spending (SHS) – 2009. Expand the first entry, i.e. Survey of Household Spending, 2009 [Canada]. Extract the following subset from the data:

· Total expenditure (in Variable description – Expenditures)

· Province (in Geography)

· Total household size (in Household description)

Download the subset and transfer it to Excel. The file will contain 10,810 observations. Sort the data by province and only leave the observations for Ontario (category 35 – see the Documentation). You should be left with 1,486 observations. 
The file ‘EXCEL HINTS’ contains the steps you can follow to quickly calculate the poverty rate. 

